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By: Jim Aberts 

v^j^^^he iconic Ford Mustang turned 50 years old in April. The idea 
\J M for a sporty compact car began in the late 1 950s as baby- 
P M boomers (people born between 1946 and 1964) turned their 
backs on big, heavy and fuel-hungry Detroit creations. These 
people were building homes and starting families and many wanted a 
smaller, lighter means of transportation. Born in 1 964 with a galloping 
spirit, the sporty Mustang became one of the most loved and recognized 
cars ever. It was chosen as the pace car for the Indianapolis 500 mile race 
three times (in 1964, 1979 and 1994). Other companies like GM, Chrysler 
and AMC caught on quickly and introduced competitive models, but 
Mustang remains in the lead today. With its sports car looks and wide 
selection of powerplants, the Mustang appeals to buyers young and old. If you and your family would like to see some 
of these fun cars in person, be sure to visit the 19th Annual AACA Museum Car Show & Flea Market in Hershey, PA on 
Saturday, June 21, 2014 - There will be a special area for Mustangs to celebrate the car's Golden Anniversary! 





1964 Mustang Convertible 



1964 Mustang Hardtop 



1964 Mustang Indy Pace Car 



A look inside the 1964 Mustang 




1967 Shelby Mustang GT 500 Eleanor 



1979 Mustang Indy Pace Car 



1994 Mustang Indy Pace Car 



2015 Ford Mustang 



From Horse -Pow 




All of the United States presidents used transportation 
just like everybody else. Most of the time the presidents 
would have a person that would drive them around in a 
government vehicle, but they often had their own personal 
cars as well. It started with the first president George 
Washington, and his Penn Coach which was pulled by 
six horses and continues into present day with President 
Obama's bullet-proof Cadillac Limousine. 

Early presidents such as Abraham Lincoln and George 
Washington used horse-pulled carriages, also called 
coaches, as their mode of transportation. The carriages 
usually seated two to four people and had a person sitting 
on a seat outside the passenger area who steered the 
horses. This person was the driver and was called the 
coachman. 

As time went on, inventors came up with new 
transportation ideas and eventually the first automobiles 
were made. The earliest ancestors of cars had steam 
powered engines, long before the gasoline powered 
vehicles we use today. Some early model cars also required 
the person to turn a lever (known as a crank) on the front 
of the car. The crank was connected to the engine and was 
used to get the engine running. 

The first president to ride in an automobile was the 25 th 
president, William McKinley. President McKinley served in 
the White House from 1 897 to 1 901 , when cars were still a 
new idea and not many people had them. He got to take a 
drive in a Stanley Steamer, a steam-powered car built in the 
late 1890s by Francis and Freelan Stanley. 

Then came Theodore Roosevelt, the 26 th president who 
bought a Stanley Steamer for use at the White House 
during his term. Later, the 27 th president William Taft 
replaced the White House's horse stables with a fleet of 



new automobiles, including gas powered Pierce-Arrows and 
a steam powered Model M Stanley Steamer. President Taft 
was also frequently seen in his favorite cruising car - one of 
the first-ever Cadillac models. The 28 th president, Woodrow 
Wilson, was in love with his 1919 Pierce Arrow and ended 
up keeping it when he left the White House. 

By this time in history, cars were a big deal and were being 
improved all the time. Presidents owned pricey personal 
cars and very expensive limousines. The administration 
of America's 30 th president, Calvin Coolidge, marked the 
beginning of a long tradition of riding in prestigious black 
limousines made by car companies such as Chrysler, Lincoln, 
and Cadillac. These limousines were very powerful and 
could carry quite a few people. Herbert Hoover the 31 st 
president rode in a beautiful 1932 Cadillac Fleetwood 
Imperial. Franklin D. Roosevelt traveled in a 1939 black 
Lincoln convertible that had steel armor on the sides. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, the 34 th president chose to ride in a 
new 1950 Lincoln Cosmopolitan and even rode with Queen 
Elizabeth of England! He also liked the 1956 Chrysler 
Imperial for its powerful engine and classy look. The 35 th 
president, John F. Kennedy, knew a nice car when he saw 
one. He drove a 1961 Ford Thunderbird. He even rode 
in it during parades. The 40 th president, Ronald Reagan's 
favorite car was his prized 1952 U.S. Army Jeep, given 
to him as a gift from his wife Nancy in the 1970s. Bill 
Clinton, the 42 nd president, drove a powerful 1967 V8 Ford 
Mustang. President George W. Bush, number 43, chose to 
drive a Ford F1 50 "King Ranch" Truck. 

Finally we come to the current president, Barack Obama. 
He drives an environmentally friendly hybrid Ford Escape in 
his personal time and his government car is a bullet-proof 
Cadillac Limousine nicknamed "The Beast". 



Happy Anniversc 

h ^0 By: Warren Erb 

Dodge and Ford are competitors now, 
but not 100 years ago! 

John Francis Dodge was born in 1864. His On July 15, 1914, the Dodge Brothers made 



The Ram mascot 
appeared for the first 
time in 1931, and has 
stayed with Dodge until 
the present day. Pictured 
below -#1 in 1931 # #2 in 
the 1940s, and #3 as it 
looks today. 






John Francis Dodge was born in 1864. His 
brother, Horace, was born in 1868. The boys 
grew up in Niles, Michigan and learned the 
machinists' skills from their father. The brothers 
were inseparable. In later years, only letters 
addressed to both brothers would be opened by 
their company; others would be thrown away. 
John was quieter and a better machinist. He also 
grew to be skilled at handling money. Horace 
was a very good mechanic and the leader of the 
two. 

At first, the Dodge Brothers made parts for 
other car manufacturers. Henry Ford was then 
trying to develop a successful car company. 
After meeting Henry Ford, the Dodge Brothers 
were so impressed that they signed a contract 
with him. 

Ford needed money to launch his car, but he 
didn't have enough. The Dodges agreed to 
give Ford the $7,000 worth of automobile 
parts and $3,000 in cash that he needed in 
return for small stake in Ford Motor Company. 
Dodge manufactured every part of the Ford 
car except for the wooden seats and rubber 
tires. The Dodge's would later make millions of 
dollars from that initial investment. Business 
historians now consider this the most profitable 
investment in the history of American business. 
They would make a lot of money two ways: one 
by selling Ford the parts he needed, and again 
by owning stock in his company. 

In 1914, Henry Ford finished his big River Rouge 
manufacturing plant in Detroit and didn't need 
Dodge to manufacture parts for him anymore. 
The Dodge Brothers knew all of the Ford Model 
T's weaknesses, so they decided to build their 
own car to compete with it. 



On July 15, 1914, the Dodge Brothers made 
their last Ford part. The Dodge car, which they'd 
build in their own factory, was introduced. It 
included all the improvements they had already 
suggested to Henry Ford which he ignored. On 
November 14, the first Dodge car rolled off the 
assembly line. It was better than the Model T in 
every way and cost only $100 more. 



While attending the 1920 New York Auto Show 
Horace Dodge got sick and John became sick, 
too. Although Horace got better, John's health 
continued to worsen, and he died on January 
14th. Horace never fully recovered from his 
brother's death and he, too, died in December 
of 1920. 



a in December 
le Dodge 



The brothers' wives inherited the Dodge 
company but didn't sell it right away. In 1925, 
they finally decided to sell it to a Wall Street 
firm. Three years later in 1928, Dodge was 
sold to Walter P. Chrysler, the head of Chrysler 
Corporation. Many automobile companies went 
bankrupt during those years, but Chrysler was 
strong and survived. Dodge has always been an 
important part of the Chrysler Corporation and 
is still very much alive today. 

In the 100 years since the first Dodge was 
produced, the company has built a large variety 
of cars and commercial vehicles, ranging from 
economical family sedans to Darts, Challengers, 
Chargers, Vipers, Ram trucks and even trucks 
as large as the Bighorn. It has been quite 
a ride, through peace, war, and corporate 
mergers, always with Ford as one of its major 
competitors. Few people today remember that 
Dodge started out by building most of the parts 
for Ford 



FIND THE PICTURES 

Can you find each of these pictures at 
another place in this newsletter? 

The topic for this issue: SWEET SUMMER DAYS! 
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WE NEED... 

short crancies, poems, 

PHOTOS, CROSSWORD PUZZieS 
ODD WORD SeGRCHeS FROIH 

our juniOR membeRj. 




Please send to: 
Chris Sitter 
AAGA Library & Research Center 
501 West Governor Roacl 
Hershey, PA 17033 






Across 

3. What type of animal is the symbol of the Ford 
Mustang? 

4. The Dodge brothers were born in this city. 

5. What was John Dodge's middle name? 

7. What car did President JFK drive in parades? 

8. What car turned 50 years old in April? 

9. In a spark plug surrounds all of the 

electrode, except for the tip. 

11. Spark plugs cause an between the 

mixture of fuel and air. 

12. What was the name of a very big Dodge truck? 



Down ^^^^ 

1. The first president to ride in a car was 

McKinley. 

2. The man who bought Dodge was Walter P. 



6. Pace cars are used in the 500 race. 

7. William was the first president to introduce a 

fleet of automobiles to the White House. 

10. President Obama's limousine is nicknamed the 




Harman, in the Oakland Post-Enquirer 

The Chorus: "Gee, I Wish I Had One Like That!" 




SPARK PLUGS ARE LIKE THE MIDDLEMAN OF AN ENGINE. WHEN YOU TURN THE 
KEY IN THE CAR'S IGNITION, AN ELECTRIC SIGNAL IS SENT THROUGH WIRES THAT 
REACH THE SPARK PLUGS. Spark plugs sit atop the engine chamber - one spark 
^ plug for each of the engine's pistons. This electricity runs through the spark plug 
K^yyl all the way through a wire known as the electrode. The tip of the electrode 
creates a spark just like a bolt of lightning, and this spark causes the mixture 
of fuel and air in the engine chamber to explode. 



The force of this explosion causes the engine's pistons to move up and down. As 
the pistons move up and down the combustion chamber refills with gas, allowing the 
spark plug to once again ignite the mixture of fuel and air. This process happens over 
and over again, which lets the engine run continuously. 

Most of the electrode needs to be covered up until the very tip to make sure the spark only 
comes from this tip and nowhere else. A ceramic insulator surrounds the electrode and acts 
as a protective blanket. If you like hot chocolate, you are already familiar with ceramic because most 
coffee mugs are made from this material. Ceramic is used in spark plugs for the same reason it is used 
in coffee mugs; it is able to withstand very hot temperatures, and the engine gets very hot! When the 
ceramic heats up it also helps burn off fuel deposits which would otherwise damage it. 



What is a 



By: Matthew Hocker 



Spark Plug 




1938 AC 
Spark Plug 
Advertisement 
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Th* spark phjt) 

to asfl'jj] 



ip or a sparK piu 
damaged by oil 




A look inside th 
spark plug 
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The Antique Automobile Club of America 

501 W. Governor Road, P.O. Box 417, Hershey, PA 17033 
(717)534-1910 • www.aaca.org 
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JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP (AGE UP THROUGH 12 YEARS OLD) . . . $10.00 per calendar year 
Members receive quarterly newsletter, Wheels, button and badge. Date of Birth required for Juniors. 

Payment Method: 

Check or money order enclosed payable to AACA. (US funds only) Any check dishonored by a bank and 
returned to AACA will be subject to a charge of $15.00 

Charge to: (circle one) Visa MasterCard 

Card# Exp Date CV# 



Authorized Signature 



